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PREFACE. 


Tue BRITISH CRITIC having now ceased as a Monthly 
and commenced as a Quarterly Review, the Conductors think it 
their duty to annex to their New Series, a brief prefatory state- 
ment of the motives which have led to this alteration, and the 
advantages they hope to derive from it. 

In the first place they are anxious distinctly to avow, that 
whatever changes or modifications this resolution may be sup- 
posed to bring with it, in the management ‘or the materials of 
the work, there will be none whatever in those principles con- 
nected with the Church or State, which have always been 
associated with the name of the British Critic, and to which 
they are unquestionably..indebted for much of the support 
they have received. To these principles they have unceasingly 
and conscientiously adhered through a long period of difficulty 
and struggle; and they can have no motive for shrinking from 
them now, when the difficulty has been surmounted, and the 
struggle has been crowned with success. On the contrary, the 
more they have seen and known of the effects of these principles, 
the more thoroughly are they convinced of their inzportance 
under every circumstance in which this country can be placed 5 
and being satisfied, that times of tranquillity are most favour- 
able to public instruction and improvement, they are anxious to 


profit by the present unexampled state of prosperity, to diffuse 
them more widely, and to fix them more deeply in the public 
mind. ‘This is the great object they have in view, in the altera~ 
tion now announced and the following observations will explain 
the grounds upon which they have adopted it, 
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the plan of Monthly Publication, which was then in use ; and 
though they were early sensible of its disadvantages, yet so long 
as they suffered from them in common with their competitors, 
they hadno reason to be dissatisfied with the share of public patron- 
age they enjoyed. Since that time, however, other works have 
entered upon their career,as candidates for public favour, with the 
marked distinction of more extended periods of publication ; 
and notwithstanding the encouragement which the Editors of 
the British Critic continued to receive in the prosecution of their 
task, they were compelled to acknowledge that no circumstances 
could compensate for the difficulties under which they laboured 
in this respect. Take what pains they might, there was always 
danger of inadvertency or confusion. Haste was unavoidable 
in every department of the work, in the composition of the 
articles, in the selection, arrangement, and digestion of them, 
and even in the printing and publishing. And when it is further 
considered how much the interest of the most important articles 
was liable to be diminished by their being cut down to suit the 
proportions of the work, it is no wonder that men of talent and 
reputation should have sometimes hesitated about contributing 
to a publication in which their labours were likely to appear with 
so little advantage. To remedy these evils, to bestow upon the 
works under review greater space, where it should be required, 
and in all cases more time for deliberation and inquiry ; to meet 
the growth of literary taste in the public mind with increasing 
means and resources; in short, to render their Review more 
efficacious, interesting, and comprehensive ; and thus give to 
the principles they advocate, that place and prominence in 
public opinion, which they so eminently merit :—such are the 
advantages to which the Conductors look in their alteration, and 
such the hopes they venture to hold out to their supporters. 


Nor have they been wanting in those preparations and exer- 
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tions which will be necessary to attain their object. In addition 
to their former Contributors, they have associated other persons 
in their labours,—men variously gifted and endowed, whose 
principles and talents well qualify them for the task, and afford 
the strongest confidence in the success of the intended plan. 
Bat, while the Editors thus avow their hope of placing the British 
Critic upon a level with the most popular of its contemporaries, 
they are by no means desirous of entering into competition with 
any. They have already a line marked out, to which they mean 
faithfully to adhere. Criticism, not Dissertation, will be the 
main part of their labour. Theology will still be a leading 
feature of their work. Classical Learning and Science will 
occupy their proportioned places, but upon a greater scale ; and 
no department of Literature will be overlooked. In fine, their 
work, though a Quarterly Publication, will still be in essence, as 
well as name, the British Critic; a Review undertaken and 
conducted upon British principles and for British objects, and 
consulting in its speculations the morals and religion of English- 
men, as much as their information and amusement. 
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